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What is  
Economic
Development?

Tompkins County 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY

Tompkins County is a unique place offering a vibrant small city and engaged rural towns in a superb natural setting 

that includes three of New York State’s six gorge parks. The Ithaca area appeared in fourteen national “Top 10” 

rankings in 2013. The skilled workforce, high quality employment opportunities, rich cultural resources, diverse retail 

and restaurants, and the local food and beverage renaissance all contribute to making Tompkins County a great 

place to live, work, play and grow a business.

Economic development is a partnership among local governments, community institutions and the private sector 
to increase quality job opportunities for local people and strengthen the tax base.  The primary means of achieving 
economic development are through:
•Public and community investments in infrastructure, workforce and amenities to attract private sector investment
•Development of the labor market’s skills and the workforce system to increase local people’s ability to secure  
  employment and develop meaningful careers 
•Resources that help businesses start, stay and thrive in Tompkins County, targeted to businesses that primarily sell  
  their products and services outside the County  
•Institutional capacities and leadership
To engage successfully in economic development, the partners must marshal their resources and market  
themselves to gain competitive advantage and build a thriving and sustainable economy.


